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GOLDWATER-NICHOLS DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
REORGANIZATION ACT OF 1986 (PL 99-433)

Section 601: EXCEPTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS TO LIMITATIONS ON
PERSONNEL AND REPORTS ON SUCH EXCEPTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS

(a) MILITARY DEPARTMENTS AND COMBATANT COMMANDS —

(1) Effective on October 1, 1988, the total number of members of the Armed Forces and civilian
employees assigned or detailed to duty described in paragraph (2) may not exceed the number
equal to 90 percent of the total number of such members and employees assigned or detailed

to such duty on September 30, 1986.

(2) Duty referred to in paragraph (1) is permanent duty in the military departments and in the
unified and specified combatant commands to perform management headquarters activities or

management headquarters support activities.

(3) In computing and implementing the limitation in paragraph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall
exclude members and employees who are assigned or detailed to permanent duty to perform
management headquarters activities or management headquarters support activities in the

following:
(A) The Office of the Secretary of the Army and the Army Staff.

(B) The Office of the Secretary of the Navy, the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, and
the Headquarters, Marine Corps.

(C) The Office of the Secretary of the Air Force and the Air Staff.

(D) The immediate headquarters staff of the commander of each unified or specified
combatant command.

(4) If the Secretary of Defense applies any reduction in personnel required by the limitation in
paragraph (1) to a unified or specified combatant command, the commander of that command,
after consulting with his directly subordinate commanders, shall determine the manner in which

the reduction shall be accomplished.

(b) DEFENSE AGENCIES AND DOD FIELD ACTIVITIES —

@
(A) Not later than September 30, 1988, the Secretary of Defense shall reduce the total

number of members of the Armed Forces and civilian employees assigned or detailed to
permanent duty in the management headquarters activities and management
headquarters support activities in the Defense Agencies and Department of Defense
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Field Activities by a number that is at least 5 percent of the total number of such
members and employees assigned or detailed to such duty on September 30, 1986.

(B) Not later than September 30, 1989, the Secretary shall carry out an additional reduction
in such members and employees of not less than 10 percent of the number of such
members and employees assigned or detailed to such duty on September3 0, 1988.

(C) If the number of members and employees reduced under subparagraph (A) or (B) is in
excess of the reduction required to be made by that subparagraph, such excess number
may be applied to the number required to be reduced under paragraph (2).

(2

(A) Not later than September 30, 1988, the Secretary of Defense shall reduce the total
number of members of the Armed Forces and civilian employees assigned or detailed to
permanent duty in the Defense Agencies and Department of Defense Field Activities,
other than members and employees assigned or detailed to duty in management
headquarters activities or management headquarters support activities, by a number
that is at least 5 percent of the total number of such members and employees assigned
or detailed to such duty on September 30, 1986.

(B) Not later than September 30, 1989, the Secretary shall carry out an additional reduction
in such members and employees of not less than 5 percent of the number of such
members and employees assigned or detailed to such duty on September 30, 1988.

(3) If after the date of the enactment of this Act and before October 1, 1988, the total number of
members and employees described in paragraph (1)(A) or (2)(A) is reduced by a number that
is in excess of the number required to be reduced under that paragraph, the Secretary may, in
meeting the additional reduction required by paragraph (1)(B) or (2)(B), as the case may be,
offset such additional reduction by that excess number.

(4) The National Security Agency shall be excluded in computing and making reductions under this
subsection

(c) PROHIBITION AGAINST CERTAIN ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE REDUCTIONS — Compliance with the
limitations and reductions required by subsections (a) and (b) may not be accomplished by
recategorizing or redefining duties, functions, offices, or organizations.

(d) ALLOCATIONS TO BE MADE BY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE —

(1) The Secretary of Defense shall allocate the reductions required to comply with the limitations in
subsections (a) and (b) in a manner consistent with the efficient operation of the Department of
Defense. If the Secretary determines that national security requirements dictate that a
reduction (or any portion of a reduction) required by subsection (b) not be made from the
Defense Agencies and Department of Defense Field Activities, the Secretary may allocate such
reduction (or any portion of such reduction) (A) to personnel assigned or detailed to permanent
duty in management headquarters activities or management headquarters support activities, or
(B) to personnel assigned or detailed to permanent duty in other than management
headquarters activities or management headquarters support activities, as the case may be, of
the Department of Defense other than the Defense Agencies and Department of Defense Field
Activities.

(2) Among the actions that are taken to carry out the reductions required by subsections (a) and
(b), the Secretary shall consolidate and eliminate unnecessary management headquarters
activities and management headquarters support activities.



(e) TOTAL REDUCTIONS — Reductions in personnel required to be made under this section are in addition

to any reductions required to be made under other provisions of this Act or any amendment ade by
this Act.

(f) DEFINITIONS — For purposes of this section, the terms “management headquarters activities” and
“management headquarters support activities” have the meanings given those terms in Department of
Defense Directive 5100.73, entitled “Department of Defense Management Headquarters and
Headquarters Support Activities” and dated January 7, 1985.



